




9th Grade Mini-Course Descriptions for 2025-2026�








Session 1: Works of Mercy


This mini-course will offer teens the opportunity to deepen their faith by learning about the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.  Teens will be encouraged to brainstorm practical ways that they can incorporate the Works of Mercy into their daily lives as a way to grow as a disciple.





Sundays 6:00 – 7:00pm


October 5, October 12, October 19, October 26








�Please note grades 6-9





The program expectation is that participants (each teen) complete a minimum of 2-3 parish-based (ministry) Discipleship services and 2 community-based (mission) Discipleship services per year. Service opportunities TBA


�








Session 4: The Liturgical Year


Why doesn’t the church year coincide with the calendar year?  Ever wondered why Easter isn’t the same date every year?  Or, why some days are Holy?  What about the priests robes?  Green, white, purple – is there meaning behind that or is it just a fashion statement?  All of these questions and more will be answered in this mini-course.


�Wednesdays 6:00 – 7:00pm 


January 14, January 21, January 28, 


February 4








Session 5: Religion & Science


This course will look at several instances where religion and science seem to conflict and try to see how the competition has helped both.  From before Galileo’s heliocentric universe to the Big Bang to the intelligent design vs. evolution debate, we will briefly look at the arguments and refer to scripture for guidance.  We will reconcile the ultimate scientific pursuit of the “theory of everything” with the ultimate truths we gain from our faith.





Sundays 6:00-7:00pm


February 22, March 1, March 8, March, 15


�Sundays 6:30 – 7:30pm


February 23, March 2, March 9, March 16, 


March 23  �








Session 2:


Understanding God and Salvation History through the bible.





This min course will look at the four sections of the Old Testament and the New Testament by using selected stories.





Wednesdays 6:00-7:00pm


October 8, October 15, October 22, October 29











Session 3: Divine Mercy





This mini course will explore what Mercy means and how “focusing on the experience of the love of


God who consoles, pardons, and instills hope”


(Pope Francis) can impact us as individuals and


the entire world. Please note the December 8th class is a mandatory Mass at St. Joseph’s church from 6 to 6:30pm





Mondays 6:15-7:15


November 17, November 24, December 1, December 8�














Each grade level must complete a total of two mini-course topics each year, per teen.  Attendance at all sessions is expected unless an emergency arises. If absences are abused, the entire session will have to be repeated.


.





Fall/Winter 2025





Winter/Spring 2026








